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WEST-INDIA ISLANDS; 


ADDRESSED TO 


— 


Tur Riour HonouR ABLE WILLIAM FINES: 


Firſt Lord of the TREASURY, 
| and ChaxcELLOR of the Excnequer. 


« The decays that come upon and bring ruin to any country, do 
« conſtantly firſt fall upon the land; and though the country 
« gentleman is not very forward to think fo, yet this never- 
< theleſs is an undoubted truth; that he is more concerned in 

1 trade, and ought to take a greater care, that it be well mana» 
40 ged than even the Merchant himſelf,” 5 Loe kE. 
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| Ti 18 hoped that in examining a meaſure 
of Adminiſtration it will not be difficult 
to reconcile freedom with delicacy. 
Exemption from error is not the privilege 
of the wiſeſt councils. Opportunities of in- 

formation give advantages, in ſome caſes, 

over ſuperior abilities. It is therefore with 


all the reſpect due to the adviſers and ap- 


provers of a late Proclamation, that this at- 


tempt to examine the nature and tendency 
of it is now made, The intention is to 
ſtare the advantages propoſed on the one 
hand; and the conſequences apprehended on 
the other ; and then to ſubmit it, upon a 
fair ſtatement of facts, how the intereſt of 
Great Britain will be ultimately 2 by 
the mgaſure, 00-9 
F; It 
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It is admitted, that th wiſdom and policy 

of every meaſure propoſed by Miniſters 
ſhould be tried by its tendency to promote 
and ſecure the welfare and power of Great 
r 


By the Proclamation certain articles there- 
in enumerated are permitted to be imported 
into the Weſt-India Iſlands in Britiſh built 
ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
navigated according to law. This permifſion 
to Britiſh ſubjects to trade in Britiſh bottoms, 
from the Weſt-India Iſlands to America, is 
indeed a relaxation of the act of the fix- 
teenth of his preſent Majeſty © for prohibit- 
ing all trade and intercourſe within the co- 
* lonies of North America, during the conti- 
© nuance of the Rebellion within the ſaid co- 
b lonies.” ToBritiſh ſubjects it givesa releaſe 
from thoſe reſtraints—: To the Americans, it 
continues the prohibition to trade to thoſe. 
colonies in their own bottoms. 


be principle, which ſuggeſted the prohi- 


bition, ought to be maintained with an atten- 
tion 


1 

tion equal to its importance to the ſtate. The 
internal reſources of this country are inſuf- 
ficient for the increaſed demands of Govern- 
ment, It is at length become dependent 
upon external reſources for its ſupport. It 
muſt draw thoſe reſources from its com- 
merce. Its commerce muſt be increaſed, as 
much as it can be, by an extenſion of its na- 
vigation, And commerce can only be pre- 
ſerved by the power, which an extenſion of 
its navigation creates, 


But at the fame time that all this is ad- 
mitted, it muſt be obſerved the external re- 
ſources of this country depend upon fudici- 
ous regulations in its commerce. Regulations 
laid with a view to the extenſion of naviga- 
tion ſhould he guarded againſt injurious ef- 
fects upon trade. Where the national detri- 
ment to trade occaſioned by the Reſtraint 
preponderates over the national advantage 
to navigation derived from ſuch Reftraznt, it 
is an error in policy to impoſe it. 
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The advantages propofed from prohibit= 
ing the Americans to trade in their own bot- 
toms are two, To give increaſe to the ſhip- 
ping and ſeamen of Great Britain: To ſup- 
preſs the progreſs of the maritime power of 
America. 


Before the confequences apprehended 


from the Degree of prohibition, to which 


the proclamation» extends, are ſtated ; it 
ſeems neceſſary to deſcribe the mode, in 
which the trade between America and the 
ſugar iſlands was cartied on before the ſe- 


_ paration-of America from Great Britain. 


The veſfels employed in that trade were 
generally Shops and Schooners ; which are 
fingle decked, and without top maſts ; in 
ſize from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty tons; navigated by five or fix men, and 
a boy. The American merchant ſent his 
cargo to the Weſt-Indies in a veſſel owned 
by himſelf; fometimes under the direction 


of a ſupercargo, ſometimes conſigned to A 
correſpon- 


L 8Y 


correſpondent. The ſmall value of the veſ 
ſel and the low charges of navigation, ad- 


ded but little to the price of the goods. The 


nearneſs of ſituation enabled the American 
merchant to make always two, oftener three 
voyages in the year: So that from America 
the Weſt- India Iſlands received regular and 
plentiful ſupplies upon the eaſieſt terms; 
for which the Americans took rum and ſu- 
gar in payment. The planters thus ſupplied 
with cattle, horſes, proviſions, lumber, &c. 
were enabled to adopt the plan of manage- 
ment moſt advantageous to themſelves and 
to Great Britain. Much of that land, which 
otherwiſe would have been applied to the 
= cultivation of proviſions for the maintenance 
of negroes, and the raiſing cattle for draft, 
was appropriated by them to the cultivation 
of the ſugar cane. By this mode of huſ- 
bandry, the quantum of ſugar and rum, the 
moſt profitable articles of their produce, had 
greatly increaſed. The Revenue was pro- 
porttonably augmented. To how great a de- 
- gree this increaſe had riſen, hs books of 
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the Cuſtom-houſe will ſhew : Official ac- 


counts delivered from thence at the bar of 


the Houſe, of Commons prove, that from the 


year 1746, to the year 1773, the import of 
fugar only to England rofe from one hun- 


dred and thirty thouſand to one hundred 


and ſeventy thouſand hogſheads ; an aug- 
mentation in value of eight hundred thou- 
fand pounds per Annum; in quantity, of 
forty thouſand hogſheads ; which by the 
late additional duties on ſugar would now 
prove an increaſe to the Reyenue of two 
hundred and forty thouſand pounds, if the 
fame happy ſyſtem, which produced that 
increaſe, has not been unfortunately inter- 
rupted in the courſe of the laſt ten years. 


It may be painful to expoſe by nice cal- 
culation the great national loſs fuſtained by 
the check, which the progreſſive increaſe 
of ſugar has received during that period. It 


ſhall ſuffice to ſtate the fact. It is preſumed | 


the information will excite enquiry and re- 
flection. The fact is, that the Increaſe in 
the 


1 
2 | H 
the import of ſugar to England in Meteen 


years ending in 1773, was 40,000 hogſ- 
heads. That the decreaſe in the courſe of 
ten years from 1773 to 1783 appears by che 
account annexed to be upwards of 60,000 


 Hogſheads. 


After this explanation how the manage- 
ment of a ſugar plantation was connected 
with the trade to America; it will be pro- 
per to ſhew how the proclamation reverſes 
the ſyſtem. It obliges Britiſh ſubjects to be- 
come owners of the veſſels employed in 
that trade; to confign their rum and ſugar 
to America, at their own riſk, and upon 
their own account; and there to purchaſe 
plantation ſupplies. Shops, and Schooner 
may indeed be built in England, ſuited to 
the Weſt-India trade; but for good reaſons 
which might be affigned, the planters are 
not likely to engage in that article of com- 
merce : and Britiſh merchants will be indu- 
ced to embark in it, only, by the hopes of 

great profit from high freight. Now no- 
thing 
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thing can be more clear than that the vaſt 
difference in the price of materials for build- 
ing in England and in America, with the 
difference in the ſubſequent charges of re- 
pairs, wages, and maintenancè of ſeamen, 
and the high freight, muſt all be laid upon 
the price of the ſupplies. By this alteration 
in the mode of carrying on the trade, the 
profits of the commiſſion buſineſs, known 
to merchants to be the moſt valuable, be- 
cauſe the moſt certain, are all transferred 
from the Britiſh Weſt- India merchant to the 
American. He not only loſes this advan- 
tage, but ſuffers the misfortune of being 
thrown upon the mercy of his American 
agent to allow him what price he likes 
upon what he ſells for him ; and to charge 
the price he pleates upon what he remits 
to him. 


From theſe circumſtances, under which 
the proclamation unhappily puts the ſugar 
- colonies, the conſequences apprehended 
are ;—That their © ſupplies will be ſcanty | 

ang 


13 
irregular, and a diſappointment occafioned 
by a precarious dependence upon foreign 
markets, would produce the moſt calamit- 
ous conſequences : That if ſupplied with 
regularity and ſufficiency, the price of every 
article imported for the uſę of plantations 
will be raiſed ſo much above its proportion 
to the value of ſugar and rum, at any mar- 
ket in Great Britain or America, as to oblige 
the planter to abandon the ancient ſyſtem 
of een, : | 


A ſugar plantation has 9 aptly com- 
pared to a manufacture; with the peculiar 
circumſtance of producing the raw materi- 
als from the ſoil. In all manufactures, a 
due proportion muſt exiſt between the price 
of the raw materials, whether purchaſed at 
market, or raiſed at home, and the value 

of the thing manufactured. If the manu- 
facture does not meet a price at market, 
proportioned to the expence of the opera- 
tion added to the coſt of the materials, nei- 
ther induſtry nor frugality can preſerve the 
man from ruin. 
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Let it be, ſuppoſed, that ſpeculation 
ſhould induce ſome landed man to do in 
Ireland, what the nature of the property 
forces the landholder to do in the Weſt-In- 
dies; to ingraft the manufacturer upon the 
farmer. Suppoſe the ſpeculative farmer 
ſhould appropriate his land to the raiſing 
flax and hemp, with the intention of be- 
coming the manufacturer of thoſe articles. 

—— That the circumſtances of the country, 
in which the manufacture was to be eſta- 
bliſhed, ſhould compel him to work the 
ſoil, the wheel, and the loom, with people 
to be ſubſiſted at his own expence. Nothing 
is more obvious, than that the value of the 
linen will depend upon the amount of the 
various expences incurred through the pro- 
ceſs. Beſides the charges of rent for _— 
land and of the labour of the people, t 
account muſt be debited with the 0 va- 
lue of the live ſtock, and the various inſtru- 
ments of huſbandry employed on the farm, 
together with the annual expence of repair- 
g the . and workhouſes, neceſ- 
| _ 
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B 
ſary for conducting the manufacture with 
advantage; and alſo with the food purchaſ- 
ed for the maintenance of the people. The 
moſt ſimple propoſition is not more evident, 
than that every additional charge to any one 
of the articles, required in the courte of this 
buſineſs, from the ſowing the ſeed to the 
compleating the bale, is an addition to the 
price of the linen: It follows then as an 1 
evident conſequence, that if the price of any 1 
of the requiſites in the manufacture ſhould 
be ſo much enhanced, as thereby to raiſe bt 
the value of the commodity above the price 
it will bring at market, the ſpeculatiſt muſt 
abandon his 2 or fink under his per- 
ſeverance. 


— 


The ſuppoſed caſe of the former, who 
becomes a manufacturer upon ſpeculation, 
is the true caſe of the planter, who be- 
comes ſo from neceſſity. The planter can- 
not let his lands. If he devotes them at all 
to the cultivation of the ſugar cane, which 

** the raw material, he muſt eſtabliſh the 
„„ manu- 
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manufacture of ſugar and rum; and for the 
eftabliſhment of this manufacture, a numer- 
ous body of working people, coſtly build- 
ings, an infinite variety of expenſive furni- 
ture are required. But if in his ſyſtem of 
management, he facrifices proviſions to the 
ſugar cane, as the principle object, he then 
becomes dependent upon a foreign market 
for his ſupplies. America is the only mar- 
ket which can furniſh thoſe ſupplies at a 
price which the manufacture of ſugar will 
bear: and it is a truth which every Miniſter 
ſhould know, that the planter is wholly and 
unavoidably dependent on America for the 
indiſpenfible article of lumber, It is not 
within the preſent deſign, to explain how 


| inadequate the ſupplies from Canada and 


Nova-Scotig are to the immediate demands 
of the Weſt-India Iſlands. 


The reaſoning on the cafe ſuppoſed, when 
applied to the facts which have been ſtated, 
will prove that this new regulation in, the 
American trade will deſtroy the juſt and re- 

Wi I lative 


1 1 


ative proportion between the price of the 


ſupplies furniſhed by America, and the 
price of ſugar and rum at an Engliſh or an 


American market ; and thereby oblige the 


Planter to reduce his crop of canes, at the 
leaſt, in the degree that may be neceſſary 
for the production of provifions in quanti- 


ties ſufficient for the maintenance of his 
plantations. 


An account of the 1 imports from America 
to the Weſt-India Iſlands for three ſucceſ- 
five years may give ſome idea of the mag- 


nitude of the evil apprehended. The ac- 


count furniſhed by the commiſſioners of the 
cuſtoms, upon an order of the Houſe of 


Commons ſhall be here ſtated. 


The 
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The Imports — Amelie to fie Weſt- 
; India Iſlands. 1 


17 7. 


e 
24,138,507 


ar 


28,591,233 


Shingles.” No. 16,483, 342 20,936,288 23.351.464 


Hhds. Bars. Quint. Hhds. Bars. Quint. Hhds. 


Saves. No. 15,546,113 21,160, 61 27,319,437 
Cern. Buſhes 418, 37 365,300 420,806 
Peas. Buſhels | 20,124 20, 124 224,779 
Bread & Flour Barrels 140,898 131,169 138,262 | 
Qati. Buſheh 9,63 | 6,68 3,354 
Oil. Barres 2,042 952 1,453 
Tar. Barrels 4,898 7,727 4, 0 
Horſes — 2% 2, 4.768 
Shaken Hhds, and 5 50 
water Caſks 1 ä 1 N 
whos. Barrels 1 | 24,780, 8 13,033 | 23,876 
Beef and Pork Barrels 13,511 55 12,575 | 18,890 
Total for 1771. Total for 1772 Total for 1773. 


Bars. Quint. 


8 


Fiſh 16144, 15143, 9240 21185, 17750, 10954 16771, 15641, 16028 


A 


Here may be ſeen the vaſt annual ſup- 
ply of proviſions and live ſtock and lumber 
* furniſhed by America to the Weſt- 


India 


India Iſlands; and from hence ſome judg- 
ment may be formed, in what degree the 
production of ſugar may be affected, when 
the planters ſhall apply their lands and la- 
bour to the production of an equiyolent 

quantity of proviſions; which common ſenſe 
will direct them to do, whenever the rela- 

tive proportion in price between the inter- 
nal produce and foreign ſupplies, ſhall be 


deſtroyed by injudicious regulations in trade. 


Now the certain conſequence of a dimi- 
nution in the production of ſugar is a pro- 
portional loſs to the Revenue. And in the 


preſent ſtate of our finances, furely i it would 


not be wiſe to riſk an advantage in poſſeſ- 
ſion, in order to procure a good or to a- 


vert an evil in fpeculation. In what man- 


ner the Weſt India Iſlands were ſupplied, 
or to what degree they were diſtreſſed, dur- 


ing the late American war, does not fall 


within the intention of the preſent enquiry. 
Such information may be thought to be ne- 
ceflary ; ; eſpecially as a Gentleman, who 

was 
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was much liſtened to upon the ſubje& of 
the American trade bill, only becauſe the 
ſubject was little underſtood, declared upon 
that occaſion, © That he ſuffered no alarm, 
ec when he confidered, how the Weſt-In- 


« dia Iſlands had been ſupplied during the 


American war.” He may perhaps be 
anſwered at another time. At preſent it 
may be ſufficient to remark, that ignorance | 
of danger, as well as fortitude to meet it, 


ay preſerve men from alarm. 


The manufactures as well as the Revenue 
of this country muſt be affected by any di- 
minution in the production of ſugar and 
rum. Colonization and eee grew 
up together. They aſſiſted and ſupported 

each other by the commerce they created, 
till they raiſed an Empire to the ſummit of 
power and of glory. In the preſent ſtate 
of things the ſame connection holds them 
together in full force, They cannot ſuffer 
. oY 


A paſ- 


1 
A paſſion for finance, without a due at- 
tention to commerce, has hadi ts ruinous ef- 


fects. Regulations in commerce, without 
an attentive regard to finance, may prove 


diſtreſsful. 


Je "Ie to be a ſtrong objeRion againſt 


the preſent regulation, that it oppoſes * 


| known principle which directs an attention 
tothe ſafety and preſervation of veſſels em- 
| ployed i in trade. Men never engage deeply 
in the article of ſhipping in places where 
there are not ſafe harbours, and convenient 
docks. Or where they cannot themſelves 
ſuperintend and direct the concerns of their 
veſſels. The Weſt-India Iſlands want this 
advantage. They are expoſed to tempeſts 
and hurricanes. Theſe diſcouragements 
will deter all but the hardy and rapacious 
from engaging in the hazardous ſcheme. 
For it muſt here be obſerved, that veſſels 
conſtructed for the trade between America 
and the Weſt-Indies are not fitted to 
make the long voyage to Europe. And it 
D wourd 
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would be no ad vzütage to the owners of 
Britiſh veſſels to be permitted to lay them 
up in the harbouts of America, where they 
would incur expences and loſe time. oY 


To purſue this ſubject aa all its 
parts, would lead into a detail of the cir- 
cuitous commerce, which the ſugar colonies 
create and fupport ; into an explanation of | 
the national advantages which ariſe from 
that commerce. The defign of theſe ob- 
ſervations is limited! It ſhall ſuffice only 
to ſuggeſt, for enquiry; how far commerce | 
itſelf may by injudiclous reſtrictions Be af- 
feed in its courſe to Africa for Negroes, 
ivory, and gold; to the dependencies of 
Portugal for wines; to Aſia for thoſe vari- 
ous commodities, which pals from thente 
to the Weft-Indies, . . the ant of 
Great Britain. 


It has been ſhewn how the Revenue and 
manufactures of this country may be injured 
by on operation of this proclamation in the 


preſent 


LEY 


| preſent extent of its ak OE is now 
time to fulfil the purpoſe of this addreſs ; 


which is to propoſe ſuch a regulation in > | 


trade to be carried on between America 

and the ſugar Iſlands, as may enable the 
one to furniſh its. uſual and ample ſupplies 
to the other, with advantage to bath ; and 
without detriment to the navigation of Great 
Britain, 


The regulation now ſuggeſted is an addi- 
tion to the proclamation—* To permit and 
c allow the inhabitants of the United States 
of America to import from any part of 
< the ſaid United States into any of his Ma- 
ce jeſty's Weſt-India Iflands, all, or any of 
e the enumerated articles in the proclama- 
* tion; being the growth or produce of the 

< ſaid United States, as allo ſalted fiſh, i 
< in any Sloop or Schooner, notwithſtanding 
« the ſame ſhould be American built, and 
'< owned by the inhabitants of the United 
<« States: Provided always, that ſuch ſloop, 


& or ſchooner ſhall not exceed in burthen 
2 2 « 160 
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e 160 tons, and ſhall not be navigated by 
& more than one maſter or commander, one 


© mate, and five ſailors, and one boy. And 


ce alſo that rum, ſugar, melaſſes, coffee, co- 
* coa-nuts, ginger, and piemento, taken in 


© payment for ſuch American produce, may, 


* until further order, be permitted and al- 
e lowed to be exported and ſhipped from 
e any of his Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands, 
eon board any American built ſloop, or 
&« {ſchooner of the above dimenfions, and 
© navigated as before particularifed, to any 
e place or port of the United States of 


America, upon payment of the fame du- 


ce ties on exportation, and ſubject to the like 


* rules, regulations, ſecurities, and reſtric- 
tions, as the fame articles by law are, or 


* may be ſubject, or liable to, if exported 
* to any Britiſh colony or plantation in 
© America,” 


The expedient propoſed is meant to give 
an immediate relief, by affording an immedi- 
ate 


1 2 1 

ate ſupply, to the wants of the planters; which 
cannot be furniſhed, to any amount, by thoſe 
veſſels, which are engaged in the ſugar trade. 
When a ſyſtem of commerce between Great 


Britain and America ſhall become the ſubje&. 


of diſcuſſion, MUTUAL BENEFIT muſtbe 


the baſis of the treaty. MUTUAL BENEFIT 


will not only approve, but enlarge the in- 
dulgence here recommended ; for when 
men ſhall have acquired a better know- 
ledge of the ſubje& than they have at pre- 
ſent, they will diſcover, that points of con- 
ceſſion to America may prove acts of advan- 
tage to Great Britain. Small veſſels of the 
_deſcription given, and ſo manned, contri- 
bute very little to extend navigation or to 
raiſe ſeamen. They are conſtructed to carry 


ſmall cargoes of little value, and to make 


frequent voyages. Without top-maſts or 
yards, they are not calculated to form able 
ſeamen. In treating this ſubject, it is eſſen- 
tial to explain, and it is hoped it is not diffi- 
cult to conceive, that men are formed for 


the 


: 
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che fervice of the navy, and become valu- 
able in ihaf ſervice, by ſuch exertions only, 
29 are required in working top-ſail or 
 Janererrigged veſſels. The buſineſs of the 

n gan board ſloops and ſchooners is con- 
fined 40 the management of three or four 
Ample fails upgn the deck. The duty of a 
Hilor on board ſhips is various, intricate, 
and laborious. In ſhips, a multiplicity of 
fails, and a variety of rigging require me- 
mory and attention. They muſt be nicely 
trimmed to every variation of the wind. 
On a ſudden change of weather they de- 


mand an immediate exertion of powers, 


-which are acquired only by a long fervice. 
It is not the hardineſs of the body in ſuffer- 
ing and enduring, or the labour of the 
Hands in pulling and hauling. It is a quick 
recollection of the appointed ftation : It is 
activity in climbing the rapes, and going a- 
loft; promptneſs in lowering the maſts and 
yards, and dexterity in reefing and furling 
the fails —— Thoſe are ſome of the duties 
| per- 


1 


performed. in ſhips employed upon long 
vbyages, or on difficult coaſts, Which form 


uſeful ſailors. Single deck veſſels, in fhort 
voyages over à ſafe ocean, afford no ſuch 
opportunities of. neden and Wen 
ment. E 20 

It is hoped what has been ſaid upon this 
ſubject will prove how ſmall a quantity of 
American ſhipping, and how few hands 
would be employed in furniſhing ſupplies 
to the Weſt-Indies. The points then for 
conſideration are; To what degree will the 
ſhipping and ſeamen of Great Britain be in- 
creaſed, and its navigation be extended, by 
_ reſerving to Britiſh ſubjects the carriage of 
plantation ſupplies in Britiſh bottoms—; and 
| how far its revenue, manufactures, and com- 
merce may be affected by with-holding the 
ſupplies from the ſugar colonies, under the 
limitations ſuggeſted. 


It is humbly recommended to thoſe, Who 


are to decide and to direct, that thoſe points 
| 3 
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may be well underſtood, and well conſider- 


ed. To the cool judgment of ſuch well 
informed minds the determination is ſub- 
mitted which preponderates.— THE NATI- 
ONAL ADVANTAGE from continuing the 
prohibition; Or the NATIONAL DETRI- 
MENT from with-holding the Ix GEN OE. 


_— o | 
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Importation of ſugars into England for the 
laſt ten Years. Imports in the Year 1773, 


ending the 2oth March, 1774. 


To London 


From Briſtol. Lancaſter, Liverpool. 
Jamaica 54.308 14,126 967 9,131 
Antigua 6,387 poo 560 1, - 
St. Kitts 6,908 801 251 26 
Barbados 5,259 2,777 746 928 
Granada 16,645 $26 421 285 
 Montferat 2, — 
Nevis 2,060 523  mnnms, ]•82099·606ꝙ 
Dominica 4,6 12 274 366 | 685 
St. Vincent 4,093 3511 85 607 
Tortola ” — — 3 
Tobago 1, 602 18 — — 

Total 106, 745 NC. 2,396 1600s: 1 
N 15 | 
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Imports in the Year 1774, ending the 25th 
March 1775. 


From To London. Briſtol. Lancaſter. Liverpool. 
Jamaica 51,218 13,382 739 3.947 


Antigua „ 549 565 1,914 | 
St. Kitts 15,8899 1,318 528 — 
Barbados 6, 929 3,584 374 456 
Granada I 5,090 916 423 5 91 


Montſerat 3,981 — — 456 


Nevis 6,284 794 — — 
Dominica 3,615 979 480 T2 
St. Vincent 4, 547 5 130 19 348 
0% 180 — 2,539 


Tobago 3.077 605 — 149 


* *< 


131,778 22,637 3,118 14,908 


a 


Lo 


E 
Imports in the Year 177 5, ending the 25th 
March, 1776. 


From To London. Briſtol, Lancaſter, Liverpool. 


Jamaica $0,340 18,248 „ 8,665 
Antigua 14,190 595 630 35178 
St. Kitts 13,520 612 44a2— 
Barbados 3,594 1,200 473 1,137 
Granada 15,510 1,432 635 162 
Monterat 3 %%%/% £47 
Nevis 3-795 774 — Ln 
Dominica 3,089 #757 „ 51 
St. Vincent 4,538 186 33 

Tortola 1,178 349 — 14 
Tobago 2,412 20/%j/ͤh 166 


Anguilla 128 — 3 3 


** ——s * 


115,511 23,154 3,454 16,141 
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Imports i in 1 the Year 1776, ending the 2 * 


March, 1777. 


bi  TolLondon, Briſtol Lancaſter, Liverpool. 
Jamaica 49,799 13,753 1, 42 8,928 
Antigua 13,398 1,01 J 330 1,912 
St. Kitts 14,233 | 1,308 490 — 
Barbados , 866 2586 - 427 539 
= Granada 10,032 1,250 290 937 
Montſerat 37223 5 3 160 
Nevis 4% 10 — 
Dominica 2,078 641 205 499 
St. Vincent 3-691 371 50 969 
'F ortola 401 552 — 15,269 
Tobago 2,141 1,567 — 167 

100, 302 24,001 | 3,146 to. 
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| Imports in the Year 1777, ending the 25th 


March, 1778. 


Pies To London. Briſtol, Lancaſter. Liverpool. 
Jamaica 33.856 12,715 1,863 11,332 
Antigua 3,32 % 643 „ 
St. Kitts | 11,009 754-299) 7 
Barbados 4,536 1,988 246 442 

Granada 11,184 988 292 332 
i Montſerat 1.6 A eo 329 
Nevis 27 207 oo — 
Dominica 1,372 664 343 495 
St. Vincent 3,193 341 124 931 
Tortola 708 628 — 1,462 
Tobago 9 103 
16,700 19,666 3,788 17,144 

Im- 


1 


Imports in the Year 1778, ending the 2 5th 


From 


Jamaica 
Antigua 
St. Kitt's 
Barbados 
Granada 
Montſerat 


St. Lucia 


Nevis 


Dominica 
St. Vincent 
Tortola 


March, 1779. 


2,596 £2,604. 


To London. Briflol. Lancaſter. Liverpool. 
49,509 13,234 1,423 9,161 
6,915 743 312 669 
10,9 0 1039 327 * 
2,284 1,108 261 341 
8,596, 89 67 139 
2,368 — — 273 
— — 20 15 
ie ok: 
Song 323. — 
2,611 331 186 691 
1,091 579 — 1,210 
71,785 40 — 195 
03,251 5 1,862 l 


* 


Im- 
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Imports in the Vear 1779, ending the 2 5th 


March, 1780. 


To London, Briſtol, Lancafter. Liverpool; 


From 
Jamaica 42,876 13,594 1,208. 10,139 
Antigua 3,376 2 191 284 
St. Kitt's 16,747 1,199 487 152 
Barbados 6,5619 1,993 312 164 
Granada 10,411 648 — 
Montſerat 3,226 YR — 7 
Nevis 3t½ 3%; — 
Dominica — — — — 
St. Witant 3,042 — — — 
Tortola 935 1344 — 1,305 
Tobago 1,268 141 28 100 
St. Martins — — 58 
St. Lucia © god. mw. :.439 nano 


90,051 - 18,226 2,653 13,827 


Im- 


From 


Jamaica 


Antigua 
St. Kitts 
Barbados 
Granada 


Montſerat 


| St. Euſtatia 


Nevis 

St. Maitins 
Tortola 
Tobago 
Anguilla 
St. Lucia 


Demerara 


L 3 ] 
Imports in the Year 1780, ending the 25th 
March, 1781. 


49,159 
3,304 
14,617 

43794 


2,302 


2,816 


899 


1,969 


1,008 


14,807 


94 
1,738 
1,384 


80 


— 


To London. Briſtol. Lancaſter. Liverpool. 


996 6, 322 
166 1,499 
510 268 
192 486 
7 155 
— 2380 
— 3 
9 
— 1.644 
448 2,155 


80,876 18,620 2,631 13,412 


1 
Imports in the Year 1781, ending the 2 oli 
March, 1752. 


From To London, | Briſſol. Lancaſter. Liverpool. 
Jamaica | 38,509 9,220 624 8,812 
Antigua 7, 63 26 163 
St. Kitts 14, 102 960 138 [+ 
Barbados 1, 73% 2,066 126 159 
Montſerat 3, 290 1 
Nevis 329 843 70 
St. Euſtatia 204 3 | 

Dominica —— — 70 
St. Martins — 1,673 — — 
St. Vincent — 207 
Tortola 1,238 492 — 2,276 
Tobago 849 106 — 16 
Anguilla. — 1,134 2 
St. Lucia 738 328 718 
Demerara 2, 381 — — 


72,860 16,114 2,510 21,314 


F 8 
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Imports in the Year 1782, ending the 25th 
March, 1783. 


From To London. Briſtol. Lancaſter. Liverpool, 


| Jamaica 30,282 10,600 75 10, 374 : 

|| © Andgia 11,336 372 4 % ö 

13,243 1,114 143 —— a 
2.662 510 916 3.671 
Barbados 3, 10 2,667 9 25 

G1anada — 140 41 

M- ontſerat | 2,946 3 

= „ Bug 372 — — 


* | Dominica 2 
= 1, „ 
= — & Tobago = ue _ 3 

 =- St. Martins —— 843 


Anguilla _— — 11 


— jp eo 8 * 
— 4 ———ů— 


| Demerara 685 
1 Sundry pla. 2, 694 


| | 


74,976 17,948 1, 301 15,673 


— 


— 
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Tue amount of the annual importation of 


ſugars into England for the laſt ten years, 
ending the 25th of March, 1783. 


1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1779 
1779- 
1750 
1781 
1782 


Note, It may be objected, that this great 
decreaſe in the importation of ſugar within 
the above period muſt be attributed, in part 

at leaſt, to the loſs of the ſeveral iſlands 
which were captured by the French, 
might ſerve as an anſwer to ſuch an obſery- 


F 2 


Hhds. 
146,239 
172,451 
I 58,260 
142,239 
117,298 
117,403 
124,807 
115,530 
112,798 


106, 898 


LR] 
ation, that the importation in the year 1778 
fell down to 117,403, by which it appears, 
that there was a diminution of more than 
52,000 Hhds. previous to the capture of 


the Iſlands. But thoſe who are deſirous of 


minute information will find, upon an at- 
tentive peruſal of the preceding accounts of 

the imports, that the ſugars of St. Kitt's, Ne- 
vis, and Monteſerat were admitted into the 
Engliſh markets. The ſugars from Gra- 
nada, Dominica, and St. Vincent's were not 
received under the ſame ſanction into the 
Engliſh ports; yet, when it is obſerved how 


much the importation from St. Martin's, St. 
Lucia and Anguilla increaſed after the cap- 


ture of thoſe Iſlands, without any increaſe 
of their production, the diminution of the 
importation cannot be aſcribed to the cauſe 
of capture. Fifteen thouſand five hun- 
dred and ten Hhds. is the medium of the 
importation from Granada, Dominica, and 
St. Vincent's, for the three years preceding 
the capture of Granada, allowing 2,327 

Hhds. 
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extract is made from the preceding accounts. 


w, the follow 


is at one vie 


To ſhew th 


St. Lucia 
Tortola 


Anguilla 


St. Martin's 


Euſtatia 


Demerara 


Sundry places 


Granada 
Dominica 


St. Vincent 


Importation of ſugars into England. 
1777 


1781 182 


171 


2,808 


29793 
2,874 
5 47,589 


| 20,256 


1 7,659 


18 

How much the revenue has ſuffered by 
the diminution in the importation of rum 
will appear from the following “ official 
ec account of the net duties, and exciſe re- 
“ ceived on rum imported from the Weſt- . 
© India Iflands into England from the 5th 
ce of July, 1774, to the 5th of July, 1783,” 


| EF; 
1774 316, 411 19 6 
1775 296,153 0 5 
6 
1777 346,600 19 10 
1778 320,918 16 5 
1779 321,876 9 10 
1780 301,539 1 3 
1781 230, 379 4 10 
223,301 410 
1783 237,307 13 10 


Mr. Locke has aſſerted it “ as an un- 
ce doubted truth, that the country gentle- 
& man is more concerned in trade, and 
ce ought to take greater care, that it be well 
* managed and preſerved than the mer- 

an 


. 


. 


cc chant himſelf,” Mr. Locke then would 

recommend it to the country gentlemen to 

inveſtigate and remove, as far as they are 

able, the cauſe, which has produced fo 

rapid a decline in this yaluable branch of 
commerce, 
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1 PROCLAMATION. 
At the Court at St. Jamss's, the 2d of Fuly, 1783. 

E RR E 8 N 
The KIN'G”s moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 

WHEREAS by an Act of Parliament paſſed this 
feflion, intituled, An Act for preventing certain in- 
e aſtruments from being required from ſhips belonging 3x 
*to the United States of America, and to give to his 
«<Majeſty, for a limited time, certain powers for the 
«better carrying on trade and commerce between the 
at fubjects of his Majeſty's dominions and the inhabi- 
<«& tants of the ſaid United States, it is amongſt other 
things enacted, that dut ing the continuance of the faid 
act, it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty in Coun- 
eil, by order or orders to be iſſued and publiſhed from 
time to time, to give ſuch directions and to make fuch 
regulations with reſpect to duties, drawbacks or other- _ 
wiſe, for carrying on the trade and commerce between 
the people and territories belonging to the Crown of 
Great Britain, and the people and territories of the ſaid 
United States, as to his Majeſty in Council ſhall appear 
moſt expedient and ſalutary, any law, uſage, or cuſtom 
to the contrary notwithſtanding; his Majeſty doth 
therefore, by and with the advice of his privy council, 
hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar, turpentine, 
hemp, and flax, maſts, yards, and bowſprits, ſtaves, 
heading, boards, timber, ſhingles, and all other ſpecies 
of lumber; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, 
and 


{4 1 

and all other ſpecies of live ſtock and live proviſions z 
peas, beans, potatoes, wheat, flour, bread, biſcuit, 
rice, oats, barley, and all other ſpecies of grain, being 
the growth or production of any of the United States 
of America, may (until further order) be imported by 
Britiſh ſubjeQs in Britiſh-built ſhips, owned by his 
_ Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated according to law, 

From any port of the United States of America, toany 
of his Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands; and that rum, 
ſugar, molaſſes, coffee, cocoa-nuts, ginger, and pi- 
mento, may, until further order, be exported by Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects in Britiſh-built ſhips, owned by his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, and navigated according to law, from 
any of his Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſſands, to any port 
or place within the faid United States, upon payment 
of the ſame duties on exportation, and ſubject to the 
the like rules, regulations, ſecurities and reſtrictions, 
as the ſame articles by law are or may be ſubje& and 
liable to, if exported to any Britiſh colony or planta- 
tion in America ..-—And the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, are to give 
the neceſſary directions herein, as to them may reſpec- 
_ _ tively appertain, STEPH, COTTRELL,” 
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